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Figure 3: Selected comments on whether students might have greater freedom and encouragement to
write about their personal ‘everyday’ experiences of place meanings, from the A level teacher survey.

In preparation for your first year of teaching this topic, which of the following
best describes the main way you selected case studies and examples to support
your teaching of place meanings?

| asked the students to come up with their own case :I
studies and examples
| used examples based on my own wider reading,
research or life experiences

I used examples from the new A-level text books
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Has your approach changed since then?
Yes, | now encourage students to use their own
experiences and researched examples —
Yes, | rely less on textbooks and instead create my own
examples and case studies
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In your view, what is the main risk associated with allowing students to choose
their own case studies and examples of place meanings? Tick one or two boxes.

It becomes hard for me to grade their work when they
each use different examples
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Their own examples may be poor, silly or not 'proper |
geography'

Their own examples may not be recognised and
credited by examiners
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When choosing non-text-book examples to support your teaching of place
meanings, which of the following matters most to you? Tick one or two boxes.

Examples with cross-curricular value e.g. texts the class

studied in GCSE English

Examples that illustrate geographical concepts
particularly well

Examples that we are already using in other classroom

1
[ |44

Y

contexts (linkages)
Examples | think the students will be very interested to

hear about I 154
Examples | know a lot about personally and can deliver
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| feel at this stage of their education, their experience of places is still limited and they
need guidance to pick ones suited to the demands of the spec.

Many have very limited experience of anything beyond school and growing up in our local
area, and thus their ideas are shaped by fairly limited media.

They may not have the skills to apply the theoretical concepts to the case study and draw
out links to the syllabus without support... | deliver this unit at the start of year 12.

| would need to check that the whole class has used appropriate examples which is hugely
time consuming as we have a rush to teach the knowledge they need anyway.

When | started teaching this | did all the research myself, but now | am using a structure to
guide students on how to create their own local place study.
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